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“RENDER UNTO CAESAR...” 





HE decision of the Fascist government to 

close clubhouses of the Catholic Action all over 
Italy on May 30 and the dissolution on June 1 
of the Catholic University Federation and the 
Catholic Youth of Italy; two sections of the 
Catholic Action, brought to a climax the series 
of incidents which have marked relations between 
Mussolini’s government and the Vatican since the 
conclusion of the Lateran Accord in 1929. The 
Catholic Action, a lay organization devoted to the 
propagation, practice and defense of Catholic 
principles “in individual, family and social life,” 
has a total membership of about 500,000, enrolled 
in 15,000 clubs. By the terms of the Concordat, 
one of the three agreements constituting the Lat- 
eran Accord, the Italian state undertook to rec- 
ognize the Catholic Action, provided the latter 
pursued its activities in conformity with regu- 
lations issued by the Holy See, “independently 
of all political parties and under the immediate 
direction of the hierarchy of the Church for the 
teaching and practise of Catholic principles.” 
The Fascist government justified the steps taken 
against the Catholic Action on the ground that 
this organization, contrary to its avowed purpose, 
had engaged in political activities. Confronted 
by these decrees, Pope Pius XI on May 31 placed 
the Catholic Action under the tutelage of bishops, 
thus meeting the criticism that it had acquired a 
political character, and indicating that any future 
attack on that organization would constitute a 
direct challenge to the Holy See. On June 1 the 
Pope summoned a consistory of the twenty-four 
cardinals in Rome, at the close of which he an- 
nounced that “in view of the present dolorous cir- 
cumstances” all processions and religious festivals 
outside the churches would be prohibited. 


The present crisis in Italo-Vatican relations 
Was precipitated by the publication on May 26 in 
Lavora Fascista, a Fascist daily, of a report 
Which claimed to describe a meeting privately 
held by the Catholic Action in April. According 


to this report, Dr. Rossi, vice-president of the 
organization, referred to Fascism as “the enemy,” 
and declared that the Catholic Action should be- 
come a political force, while retaining the ap- 
pearance of a religious body. Similar sentiments, 
it is asserted, were expressed by Mgr. Pizzardo, 
Papal Undersecretary of State and Assistant Sec- 
retary-General of the Catholic Action, who com- 
mented on recent events in Spain where, he said, 
the Catholics had been caught “unprepared,” and 
stated that the Italian Catholic Action must be 
ready not only to repress anti-Catholic mani- 
festations but, if necessary, to seize power. 


The Osservatore Romano, semi-official organ of 
the Vatican, denied the allegations of the Lavoro 
Fascista, and published in turn a list of anti- 
Catholic outrages, notably the expulsion of Cath- 
olics from Fascist organizations, which it claimed 
had been committed by Fascists. These incidents 
were denounced as false by the Fascist press, 
which declared that the Catholic Action had be- 
come “a hotbed of anti-Fascism” and that former 
leaders of the Popwlex party, a Catholic political 
organization dissolved by the Fascist government 
on its advent to power, were now prominent in 
the Catholic Action. An open break between 
Mussolini and the Holy See, how 2ver, was averted 
on June 1, when both factions called a halt to 
editorial polemics, presumably to clear the way 
for diplomatic negotiations. 


The immediate issue which divides Church and 
State in Italy is a conflict over the jurisdiction 
which each claims to exercise in the sphere of 
education. The Fascist government, while rec- 
ognizing the value of religious education and giv- 
ing it a place in the school curriculum, maintains 
that the extra-curricular activities of Italian 
children and youths are subject only to the con- 
trol of Fascist organizations. The recent in- 
crease in the membership of both the Catholic 
University Federation and the Catholic Youth of 
Italy is reported to have alarmed the Fascist 






























government, which opposes the formation of any 
groups or associations outside the framework of 
the state and has tolerated the Catholic Action 
only on condition that it would strictly limit itself 
to religious activities. Pope Pius XI, however, 
has frequently criticized the “unchristian” char- 
acter of Fascist education and has asserted the 
right to exercise wider powers in the education 
of Catholics than those conceded to him by the 
Fascist government. 


In a broader sense, however, the crisis involves 
a conflict between the Catholic Church which at 
one time in its history was an all-inclusive or- 
ganization, and a modern state which similarly 
attempts to embrace all phases of human exist- 
ence, including religion. This integral concep- 
tion of the state is unqualifiedly rejected by Pope 
Pius XI. In his encyclical on labor, issued on 
May 24 in commemoration of the fortieth anni- 
versary of Pope Leo XIII’s encyclical, Rerum 
Novarum, Pius XI stated it to be the right and 
duty of the Pontiff “to deal authoritatively with 
social and economic problems,” and denied that 
economics and moral discipline are “so distinct 
and alien that the former in no way depends on 
the latter.” After describing the Fascist system 


of workers’ and employers’ syndicates, which he 
did not specifically name, he declared that “there 
are some who fear” the substitution of the state 


for private initiative, and that this system, 
despite its general advantages, “risks serving 
particular political aims rather than contributing 
to the initiation of a better social order.” The 
Fascist government may conceivably have been 
disturbed by these declarations of the Pope, es- 
pecially in view of the far-flung audience which 
Pius XI has acquired as a result of his frequent 
use of the press and the radio. 


While the Fascist government and the Vatican 
may seek to reach a compromise regarding the 
position of the Catholic Action under the terms 
of the Concordat, it may be doubted that they 
will arrive at a permanent settlement without 
some fundamental readjustment which may 
eventually involve the separation of Church and 
State in Italy. Pius XI has invariably main- 
tained, contrary to Fascist views, that the Con- 
cordat forms an integral part of the Lateran 
Accord, and that a violation of the former would 
result in the breakdown of the latter. The policy 
which Mussolini may adopt at this juncture will 
depend, in large measure, on the advisability of 
surrendering all cooperation with the Church for 
the sake of eradicating the last remnants of non- 
Fascist organization in Italy. 


VERA MICHELES DEAN 
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Church and State in Spain 

Coincident with the acute conflict between 
Church and State in Italy, a similar crisis has 
arisen in Spain in recent weeks. Since the estab- 
lishment of the provisional republic, one of the 
issues between Conservatives and Socialists has 
been the separation of Church and State. Up to 
May 7 open clashes over this issue had been 
avoided, largely because the government took the 
position that the constituent assembly to be 
elected on June 28 would settle the matter. On 
May 7, however, Cardinal Segura y Séenz, 
Primate of Spain, issued a pastoral letter calling 
upon all Catholics to vote only for candidates who 
would protect the interests of the Church. Social- 
ists and radicals considered this a direct challenge 
and an open confession that the clergy proposed 
to take an active part in politics. Minister of 
Justice de los Rios protested against the letter and 
demanded the recall of Cardinal Segura y Saenz. 
Anti-clerical riots broke out in Madrid and other 
cities; convents, churches and other ecclesiastical 
buildings were fired and sacked, with a property 
loss of several million dollars. 

While the government immediately declared 
martial law in the disturbed areas to suppress 
further rioting, this did not mean that its sym- 
pathies were with the Church. In fact, high 
Vatican officials hinted that the government had 
not used due diligence in protecting Church 
property. Meanwhile the Vatican has refused to 
recognize the provisional government, and _ the 
latter, in turn, has expelled several Church 
dignitaries, among them Cardinal Segura y Saenz. 
On May 22 a decree was issued establishing free 
dom of worship. To date, however, Roman 
Catholicism is still the religion of the State. 
Monarchists and Conservatives demand that it 
continue to be so, while the Socialists demand 
complete separation. Although President Alcala 
Zamora is a devout Catholic, two of the strongest 
ministers in his cabinet, de los Rios and Marcelino 
Domingo, are bitter opponents of the Church. 
Sefior de los Rios has stated publicly that the 
cabinet is divided, its members agreeing only on 
referring the question to the constituent assem- 
bly for a final settlement. If the present cabinet 
cannot come to an agreement before the assembl/ 
meets, therefore, it is likely that an open conflict 
will occur on the floor of the assembly. In such 
an event, the Socialist-Laborites stand a fail 
chance of gaining control of the government on 
the strength of their program of economic reform. 
Once untrammeled by their conservative Repub 
lican colleagues, they could move rapidly towaré 
their avowed ideal—the separation of the Church 
from the State in law and in fact. E. GALARZA 
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